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Ace Store owner Susan Layton kindly allowed the Historical 
Society to gather at the Ace Store for our holiday party. 

Thank you, Susan! Memories flowed as people shared their 
stories about ice cream, candy, and old times at the Ace Store.

Pete Niering is the third generation to operate Niering’s Garage on 
route 191 in the heart of Paradise Valley, with his able fourth-

generation assistants Graiden, 13, and Quentin, 8 (aka Q). Built for Pete’s 
grandfather, Harry Niering Sr. in 1935, the garage is little changed from 
those early days. Over the years it was affiliated with Atlantic Richfield 
and Sunoco, and decades of memorabilia remain on display. It is also a 
center of life in the valley — the place to catch up on local news, find out 
who got their buck or bear, or warm up at the wood-burning boiler. 

NIERING’S GARAGE
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Winter weather can make holding meetings a challenge. To keep everyone 
safe, PHS’s new policy is to decide whether to act on a weather forecast on 

the Wednesday before a regular meeting. Laura Layton will email members when 
a meeting will be cancelled or postponed due to weather. Thank you, Laura, for the 
time and dedication you devote to PHS!

Paradise Past

Timeless
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At our January 2018 meeting, John Layton 
presented his research into the Stites 

Tunnel Bridge, which was slated for closing and 
reconstruction in late 2018. 

The “191 tunnel,” as it is often called, provides 
a railroad crossing over the Paradise Creek. It 
replaced the “Spragueville High Bridge.” Remains 
of the handsome stonework from the high bridge 
still stand, and can be seen on either side of the 
tunnel when approached from the north. 

The tunnel was built as two enormous culverts, in 
order to increase from two to four the number of 
train tracks between Analomink and Henryville. 
The west culvert spans the Paradise Creek. The 
roadbed of the east culvert is actually a bridge 
which also spans the Paradise. 

Spragueville was an early name for Analomink. 
The tunnel’s official name comes from the 
“Mountain Home” summer boarding house 
owned by Thomas D. Stites and Son, in business 
at the beginning of the 19th Century, when the 
tunnel was being built. That property is now the 
home of the Brodhead Forest and Stream fishing 
club.

The tunnel bridge was finished in 1911. In the 107 
years since, ice, floods, salt and burgeoning traffic 
have deteriorated the structure. 

As photos of the time show, building the tunnel 
was an extremely complex job. The walls of the 
culverts will be repaired, but the main project 
is rebuilding the bridge. A construction site 
trailer was installed just south of the tunnel in 
mid-December 2018. Construction work began 
in January 2019, and the route will be closed to 
traffic for approximately a year.

John’s full presentation can be heard in the 
Archives section at www.paradisehistorical.org. PHS

     What’s
      Happening

at the

The Spragueville High Bridge.

Notice stonework which still stands.

In this construction photo,
the creek is visible to the left.
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Last fall, Paradise Township purchased about 
six acres across route 191 from Paradise Trout 

Hatchery. Called Paradise Discovery Park, the 
public park has a natural-material playground for 
elementary age children — boulders, a wooden 
teepee, and other props for creative play. The 
property, where a former Hatchery farmhouse 
burned, c. 2013, also provides “back door” access 
and parking for the Van Buskirk Preserve, named 
for a 19th century owner. The Township acquired 
this Preserve in 2016 from the estate of Hilda 
Heydt, widow of Harold Heydt, a local builder 
and the first caretaker of Paradise Lutheran 
Association. Relics of the orchards, stone walls and 
foundations, and a farm quarry remain. 

Paradise Township has also added about 145 acres 
at the eastern edge of Paradise Price Preserve. 
Purchased in late 2018, it has been named the 
Bluestone Preserve after an old blue stone quarry 
that is across the Brodhead Creek. Woods roads 
crisscross the property. 

Research is needed, though local lore is that the 
roads were used to move stone from the quarry 
to the Henryville train station, for transport to 
buyers. John Layton has found two advertisements 
in The Jeffersonian newspaper of September 26, 
1872 related to the quarry. One is a help-wanted 
ad, seeking “Twenty laboring men to work in 
Blue Stone Quarry, near Spragueville. Apply at 
the Qarry (sic), or at office of Pierson & Stillman, 
East Stroudsburg.”  The other advises that “Having 
purchased the well known Blue Stone Quarries of 
W.C. Cromer & Son at Spragueville are working 
them to their fullest capacity,” and that orders are 
being taken “for all kinds of Blue Stone Flagging, 
Curbing, etc., at short notice and at lowest 
moderate prices.” Intriguing!

The trailhead is at the cul-de-sac on Alpine Road. 
Trails are being developed and the property is 
open to the public. A public hike is planned for 
March, 2019. Info at www.brodheadwatershed.org
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The finished culverts with
creek and roadway.

The culverts take shape.

Construction on the tunnel underway. 
The railroad crossing is at the junction 
point of Paradise, Pocono, and
Stroud Townships.

B/W Photos from Steamtown Archives,
Watson Bunnell, DL&W
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Many Paradise Township residents remember the Buck Hill Inn with fondness. We 
think of graduation ceremonies, special dinners, a first job, and other connections. 

So the Inn’s demolition was like losing a friend. The Buck Hill Conservation Foundation 
partnered with television producer/director Rob Frehse to create an evocative film docu-
mentary of the Inn itself and local people who worked there, lived nearby, or just have 
memories of their own to share.
Barrett Paradise Friendly Library has a copy which is shown from time to time. If you’d like to view it yourself, 
The Conservation Foundation offers it via the video sharing site, Vimeo.
Your $15 contribution to the Conservation Foundation entitles you to unlimited views at the online Vimeo site. 
You may also download the documentary to your computer or external hard drive. To access your copy of the 
documentary, send your $15 check made out to Buck Hill Conservation Foundation and mailed to P.O. Box 350, 
Buck Hill Falls, PA 18323. Include your email address to receive the access code for the video on Vimeo.

PHS WELCOMES THESE NEW MEMBERS:   Thomas Grohowski     Judy and Walter Nielsen
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In Case You Missed It… 

The Directors & Officers of
Paradise Historical Society are:

UPCOMING
PHS MEETINGS:

Show and Tell
Pocono Hay-Ven
Hobos & Trains


