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President ’s Letter
Living through the unusual times of the
Pandemic of 2020 is challenging, to say the
least. We miss seeing you at our regular monthly meetings and hope you and your
family are staying safe and well.
We are grateful to Pat Paretta of Henryville for her touching story in this issue of
Paradise Past about the restoration of Parkside Chapel’s pump organ. Do you have
photos or a tale to tell about life in Paradise — in the past or now? Please share your
knowledge! Email jimhill@ptd.net.
Jane Niering, President

Parkside Chapel
of Henryville’s
Pump Organ
Speaks Again!
P

arkside Chapel sits along the west side of Route
191 in Paradise Township. It is close to the village
of Henryville, but is actually in a section of the township
formerly known as Parkside. The name “Parkside” still
appears on GPS when driving along that stretch of Route 191.
The Chapel was built in 1893 to serve as a house of worship
for several area resorts and hotels, including the Park
House Hotel and Henryville House. It continues to provide
interdenominational worship from June through September.
“Back then,” the pump organ was the norm for musical
accompaniment during church services. It is called a
pump organ because the organist must pump two pedals
continuously while playing. The pumping moves air through
a vibrating metal reed to create the sound. It was the early
20th century church organists weekly cardio workout for sure.

Continued on Page 2

GOOD NEWS!
Parkside Chapel, the beautiful icon of Paradise
Township, has been recognized for its historic
value by being listed on the National Register
of Historic Places. Thanks to Pat and Larry
Paretta and the Board of Parkside Chapel for all
their care and stewardship of this special place.

C ollecting , P reserving
& D isseminating Paradise H istory

Easy Walks for
etting outside can lift spirits,
improve health, and chase
boredom when you’re stuck inside
much more than you like. Several
trails in and around Paradise
Township are accessible to people
of most abilities. Here are a few:

G

ForEvergreen Nature Preserve,
trailhead at 1539 Cherry Lane Road,
Analomink. This is a smooth,
packed-gravel loop of one mile with
slight inclines. In late winter and
spring, you may see the resident
eagles adding to their nest.

Mt. Airy Red Rock Trail, trailhead
on Red Rock Road. This trail has
several interconnected loops,
outlined on the map at the
trailhead. There are steps and
occasional steep sections. Views of
Camelback in winter.

Pinebrook Park, off North Fifth
Street, Stroud Township. Wellmaintained, mostly flat trails along
the Brodhead Creek.
There are no established trails at
Skywood Park, off Route 191. But it
is a great place to bring a packed

lunch, sit at the picnic table or
bench, and enjoy the views and
fresh air. No walking required!
For dozens of easy, moderate, and
challenging hikes, go to www.
brodheadwatershed.org and click on
Programs/Get Outdoors Poconos. PHS

Parkside Chapel of Henryville’s

Pump Organ Speaks Again!

delivered the restored organ to the
Chapel. It once again looks, plays,
and sounds beautiful!

Continued from Page 1
The Chapel has an Estey Pump
organ, built in Brattleboro, Vermont
in 1885. Before falling into disrepair,
it faithfully provided musical
accompaniment for services. Several
local friends, including Maryann
Miller and Orpha Besecker, now
departed, recalled playing the
instrument at worship years ago.
Although it can’t be confirmed,
it is believed that this instrument
has been in the Chapel since it was
built.

Due to Covid 19 safety measures, all
summer of 2020 services were held
outdoors, making it not possible
to use the newly-restored pump
organ.
However, on Sunday, September
27, 2020, the organ got its chance
to shine! An outdoor end-of-season
concert was held on the Chapel’s
front lawn. A few people carefully
carried the organ down the steps and

outside for the concert. The organ
was played by Parkside Chapel
board member and pianist/organist
Gary Raish. Several friends played
musical selections accompanied by
the organ. It was a thrill to see and
hear the original Estey pump organ,
which had been silent so long, speak
again.
Thank you, Gregory Graham, for
your wonderful work on the
Chapel organ, and your support
of Pocono area community music
and the arts. PHS

Sunday, September 27th - An outdoor end-of-season concert
was held on the Chapel’s front lawn.

Fast forward to 2020. It was decided
by Chapel board members that, if
possible, the pump organ should be
restored and made playable again.
Local piano tuner/technician and
friend Gregory Graham evaluated
the instrument and reported that
it was, in fact, restorable. After
several months of hard work, Greg
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A PHS Website Inquiry

I

Sets Wheels Turning…

n August, PHS Archivist and
Webmaster Aaron Imbt reported
on a request for information from
a relative of well-known artist Edna
Palmer Englehardt, the daughter of
Charles & Zaidee Nauman. Charles
Nauman was a builder and wood
carver, one of eleven children of
George Washington and Wilhelmina
Koerner born in the Devil’s Hole of
Paradise. He and his wife Zaidee had
three daughters and a son, all artistic — Edna, Lillian, Vita, and James.

Here is what the writer said:
“Hello! I was hoping you could
give me some of the history of
Farm on the Hill located on Red
Rock Road in Swiftwater. Edna
Palmer Engelhardt, the woman
who lived there before it became
a honeymoon destination, was
my great-aunt an aunt to my
grandmother, Marion Powell
Schautz, and sister to Lillian Powell
who is my great-grandmother.”

A Lillian Powell painting in the collection of the family.
Descendants of
Lillian Nauman Powell
made this hand-drawn map of
Paradise to pinpoint locations
of interest to their family.

33

Edna (l) & Lillian Nauman
at “Locust Lodge,”
later Farm on the Hill
on Bush Road.
This led to many emails and eventually a visit to meet the writer,
Meg McCabe and her mother in
Lake Ariel. Her great-grandmother
Lillian had saved countless photos,
brochures, letters, Valentines, and
family information, filling four file
boxes. From these materials, Meg
worked to create a detailed family tree. Referring to PHS archives,
they found the recording of our
May 2015 meeting — and lots of
helpful information. PHS

See Page 4 for an image of
Locust Lodge...
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Locust Lodge Brochure - from the PHS Archives

Become a
Member
Today!

Your M embership C ounts !

Please help Paradise Historical Society collect,
protect & share the interesting history of our area.
q  Student or Senior (65+) - $8.00		
q  Individual - $10.00			
q  Couple - $20.00			

q  Family - $25.00
q  Corporate - $50.00
  Sustaining - $100.00

First Name:________________________________________________________________________________________
Last Name:________________________________________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________________
City:___________________________________________State:_______________Zip:___________________________
Phone:(__________________)__________________________________________________________________________
Email:______________________________________________________________________________________________
Please send the completed form and check (no cash) to:
Paradise Historical Society,
P.O. Box 94, Henryville, PA 18332
Fall 2020

aradise Flash consists of
emailed updates on topics of
interest during the pandemic,
sent to every member whose
email address is on file. As we
have settled into our coronavirus
routines, the Flash has been less
frequent. However, if you would
like to be added to the list for future updates, please contact PHS
secretary Laura Layton
at ldlayton@ptd.net PHS

Get on the Email List!

PHS WELCOMES
THESE NEW MEMBERS:
Cass & Carol Kwan
Don & Marianne Lesher
Jake & Colleen Niering
and Family
Terry Rapp
Andrew Truskowski
The Directors & Officers of
Paradise Historical Society are:
Bruce Estell Peter Gonze
Carol Hillestad Aaron Imbt
John Layton Laura Layton
Harold Metzgar Jane Niering
Kim Williams

